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Summary 
 
This report proposes that Baildon Town Council negotiates with Bradford Council to 
transfer the function of providing and maintaining public seats on the adopted highway 
and urban rights of way network from Bradford Council to Baildon Town Council, as 
part of Bradford Council’s New Deal programme.  The report assumes that any works 
associated with this would be done in full consultation with Bradford Council as the 
Highway Authority and landowner.  
 
Background 
 
There are approximately two hundred public seats in Baildon (see Appendix 1 for 
locations of the seats which are known to Baildon Town Council).  The seats vary in 
age, design and condition.  Responsibility for seats is currently split over three service 
areas at Bradford Council.  Highways/Street Cleansing (Ancillary Services) has 
responsibility for public seats on the highway and the urban rights of way network.  
Parks and Green Spaces has responsibility for public seats within recreational areas 
including woodlands, children’s play areas, Roberts Park and Charlestown Cemetery.  
Countryside and Rights of Way has responsibility for seats located on the common 
land (except at Brook Hill which is treated by Bradford Council as a recreation ground) 
and the rural rights of way network.  
 
Designs 
 
Traditional wooden benches 
 
This type of seat was once commonplace in Baildon but there are few of them 
remaining.  Those that do remain could pre-date Bradford Council (hence they are 
over forty years’ old).  They are solidly constructed and aesthetically pleasing, 
although some are in need of painting and treatment for rot or missing parts. 
 
Metal frame with wooden seat (some with backrest and some with arms) 
 
These seats were installed within the last 20 years, sometimes replacing the earlier 
wooden design.  Most are in a reasonable state of repair but require repainting.  A 
small number have missing parts.  There are four designs:  
 

 Seats on the highway are unembellished, utilitarian designs with black steel 
frames and dark brown woodwork. 

 A small number of seats have been installed in various locations which are 
similar but do not have back or arm rests. 



 Seats installed in countryside locations have iron metalwork and greater 
embellishment; the woodwork is mainly lighter – these were installed as part of 
Baildon Urban Village imitative in 2004/5.  

 Seats installed in Roberts Park were designed especially for the park in 2009/10 
as part of its restoration and are painted purple.  These seats are very 
decorative and are designed according to historical records. 
 

Metal 
 
The Parks and Green Spaces Service has installed full metal seats, painted black, in 
some locations including Cliffe Avenue Recreation Ground and Thompson Lane 
children’s play area.  These are solidly built and generally in a good state of repair but 
some require repainting and they are not very aesthetically pleasing.  Similar metal 
seats, painted red, can be at the railway station.  These were recently (2016) repainted 
by Northern Rail in the corporate Metro colours. 
 
Other designs 
 
There are a few unique seat designs.  At Baildon Bank, some seats have been built 
into the cliff face and there is one old metal framed seat (pre-1974) which has had a 
new wooden seat and backrest attached. Netherhall Park has a recycled plastic seat 
which is in good condition.  There are two concrete with wood designs adjacent to the 
trig point on Baildon Moor.  Privately owned or managed areas but which are open to 
the public, such as the churchyards and school grounds, also have a mix of designs 
but are not considered in this report. 
 
Memorials 
 
There are several memorial seats of various designs in the town.  Most of the seats in 
Charlestown Cemetery are memorials and appear to have been added incrementally.  
A modest number of seats in other parts of the town, especially in the village centre, 
have plaques indicating they are memorials.  Seats in countryside locations mostly 
have plaques fitted as part of the Countryside and Rights of Way scheme.  It would 
appear that most memorial seats have been located where a seat is needed or was 
previously located, rather than added by special request. 
 
Conditions 
 
It is clear from visual inspection that most of the seats in the town require maintenance.  
Most require repainting; other have minor structural deficiencies, graffiti and rot.  There 
is no maintenance regime for most of the seats.  Some are in such a state of disrepair 
that replacement may be more economic than repair.  In a couple of cases, seats have 
been removed and not replaced, for reasons unknown. 
 
Recommendations 
 
Recommendation 1 
 
A record should be produced by the Environmental Warden (with assistance from 
councillors and members of the public) of all seats in the town.  For those seats on the 



highway, an assessment should be made as to whether there is a need to provide 
such seats going forward.  It is clear that some seats are used very infrequently, 
whereas others are popular. 
 
For areas where seats do not appear to be used, Baildon Town Council should 
publicise the proposal to remove the seat in order to check if there is any objection 
from residents.  This should include a notice on the seat itself.  If residents object, the 
seats should be left in place on the grounds they are providing a public service.  If 
there is no objection the seats should be removed to save on maintenance costs.  
Where the seats are in good condition they should be stored as spares or used to 
replace those in poor repair.  
 
Recommendation 2 
 
Where it is proposed to retain seats, their condition should be assessed.  If seats are 
fundamentally sound in their construction, the Town Clerk (Environmental Warden) 
should be authorised to arrange for their re-painting by a contractor.  There is funding 
for this purpose in the designated budget for street furniture.  
 
Where seats are fundamentally unsound and the cost of repair work is likely to equal 
or exceed that of replacement, a new seat should be procured (see below). 
 
In recognition of design and maintenance considerations and the likely economies of 
scale, the Town Council should agree one standard design of seating that shall be 
installed on the highway in all areas except in the four conservation areas where 
special standards will apply (see below).   
 
It is proposed that this standard design should be traditional in form and colour but 
made from recycled plastic.  Recycled plastic furniture does not rot, splinter or rust, 
making it very low-maintenance.  Once a plastic seat is installed, the only maintenance 
requirement is that it should be washed periodically to remove leaves and any graffiti. 
An illustration of the proposed design can be found here. 
 
Recommendation 3 
 
Where it is proposed to install new seats, the Town Council should operate a memorial 
sponsorship scheme.  This scheme will cover the cost of the installations by payment 
of a one-off amount from the sponsor to the Town Council (approximately £500 would 
cover purchase, delivery and installation).  There being no maintenance costs 
associated with plastic seats, any ongoing costs would be covered by Baildon Town 
Council.  Memorial seats could be fitted with plaques as agreed between the Town 
Council and the sponsor.  The seats would be retained as memorials for, as a 
minimum, the stated life of the asset (likely to be 20 years plus).  The scheme would 
be publicised and available on a first-come-first-served basis. 
 
Recommendation 4 
 
It is possible that new locations for seats may be created in new developments or if 
the Town Council receives requests for seating at new locations.  It is proposed that 
each case is assessed according to the likelihood that the seat would be used and 

http://www.marmax-products.uk/Furniture/Recycled-Plastic-Seating-Benches/Recycled-Plastic-Traditional-Three-Seat


that there are no significantly negative community safety implications.  If the seat 
would be a positive addition to the street scene, it is proposed that the same method 
of installation as in Recommendation 4 be used. 
 
Recommendation 5 
 
There are currently numerous seats located within Baildon’s conservation areas.  
Seats located in the Saltaire Conservation Area are all located in Roberts Park and 
are not considered here as they form part of the park’s design.  There are no seats in 
the Baildon Green Conservation Area and just one in the Station Road Conservation 
Area which is located at Brook Hill.  The remainder of the seats are located in the 
Baildon Village Conservation Area.  It is proposed to replace the seats in Baildon 
Village Conservation Area with traditional wooden designs.  This would be perhaps 
£200 more expensive per seat than the plastic seats and there would be an ongoing 
maintenance liability.  However, the traditional material would be more sympathetic to 
the surrounds. There are eight existing seats in the conservation area which would be 
replaced with traditional designs and six existing wooden benches which, where 
required, will be repainted and treated for rot. 
 
Recommendation 6 
 
Although it is not proposed to replace seats in parks and countryside locations within 
the above scheme, the Town Council could make a financial contribution to Bradford 
Council to repair and replace seating in these areas on a rolling programme.  
Repainting costs are approximately £100 per seat so with approximately forty seats in 
these areas, an annual budget of £1000 would permit repainting of every seat once 
every four years.  It should be noted that memorials within Bradford Council 
countryside, parks and woodland sites are regulated by the policy adopted in 2015.  
This policy is explained in the Report of the Strategic Director of Regeneration and 
Culture to the meeting of Executive to be held on 21st July 2015: “Approval of a policy 
on the management of memorials on Council owned countryside, parks and woodland 
sites”.  There is no mention in the report of Baildon Bank or Baildon Green but it is 
assumed the same rules would apply, namely that there should not be an increase in 
seats on the Bank (there being no seats at all on the Green). It is assumed that Trench 
Meadows is covered by the woodland policy. 
 
Recommendation 7 
 
That the Town Clerk be asked to arrange a meeting between Baildon Town Council 
and Bradford Council to discuss the proposals in this report and for any agreement 
reached to be referred back to the next Environment Committee meeting for decision. 
 
Powers and budgets 
 
The legal power to undertake these works is Section 1 of the Parish Councils Act 1957. 
 
The remaining budget for street furniture is £4500 in 2016/17.  Any commitment by 
Baildon Town Council would require a further report detailing the specific ongoing 
costs but it can be assumed that a similar budget will be required on an annual basis. 
 


