A message from our Chair
The old rhyme says,
‗March winds and April showers
Bring May buds and June flowers‘.
April showers, where were they? This
must have been the driest April in
Baildon for years. To us gardeners this is
not a good thing, not only does it put
the ‗June flowers‘ at risk but it is costing
The Society a fortune in water bills. To
address this fact we are applying for a
Grant from Bradford Council to fund a
number of Water Butts which we will
allocate to tenants who install guttering
on their sheds and greenhouses to
collect rainwater. Not only is this an
environmentally friendly initiative and
rainwater is better for our plants, it also
helps us to cut costs.
Please refer to your tenancy rules:
8. Hosepipes must be attended and not
used on a plot for more than 20 minutes
in one day; sprinklers are not to be
used.
The CCTV Camera was stolen from
Charlestown and not been returned. By
late summer we will have Solar power
installed which will enable us to have the
more sophisticated and secure system
of CCTV and lights as at Thompson Lane.
Please stay safe and make sure the gate
is closed if you are the last one out or if
you feel safer with it closed.

On a more positive note, the Show will
go ahead this year and the Show
Committee are ensuring that
arrangements are in place. We aim to
make this the best Show ever. It would
be fantastic if all tenants produce at
least one item for the Show so that we
can demonstrate to the Baildon public
that we are here and proud of our
accomplishments. Full details of how to
enter and the Show schedules will be
available prior to July.

John Turner

Community Plot update
On the community plot the end bed
adjacent to the track leading to the
bottom end of the allotments, is going to
be retained by the Society. The intention
is that this area should be filled with
flowers and herbs to attract pollinators
and make the entrance to the site a little
more colourful.
If you have any spare plants that will
attract bees etc then please feel free to
pop them in the empty bed so we can
introduce some additional colour in this
area.

Ian Helyar and Sue Wheatley

Thompson Lane Solar Panels
Electricity supply has never been
available until now at either of the
allotment sites. Off grid solar was
identified as the most cost effective way of
providing power to the huts. A grant was
kindly provided by Baildon Town Council
which has been a great help towards the
installation costs. Solar power was
successfully installed at Thompson Lane a
few weeks ago and there are plans for a
similar system to be installed at
Charlestown. The system has three panels
that generate a total of 1.1 KWH and has
batteries that provide power at night.
Currently the system provides power to
run CCTV, security lights and internal
lights in the shop. Thompson Lane now
has environmentally friendly and free
electricity provided by a system that is
scalable so if extra power is required in
the future this can be provided.
There are plans to install a similar system
at Charlestown, once the Thompson Lane
system has been reviewed.
The installation was funded by Baildon
Town Council.

A Poem from the President
―Wordsworth and Lock-down Amnesia‖ ?
I wandered lonely as a cloud,
two metres from the madding crowd,
when all at once my name was called
to enter Waitrose' hallowed hall.
This was the pensioners' special hour,
I'd gone to buy a bag of flour.
But I forgot, when through the door,
What I had gone to Waitrose for.
The Waitrose staff were extra kind.
I told them it had slipped my mind.
They asked what else I had forgot.
They clearly thought I'd lost the plot.
I phoned my wife again to ask,
Remind me of this special task.
"I need some flour to bake a cake
with all that cream you made me take."
"Yes, I recall" I had to lie.
I dared not ask what flower to buy.
But then I saw them next the tills,
A bunch of golden daffodils.

John Cole

Richard Nottidge
Allotment News
We‘ve 14 on the waiting list at Thompson Lane and 14 at Charlestown with no vacancies.
The allotments are buzzing with activity and looking fantastic this year, we‘ve lots of new
members and plot holders ........
Your allotment officers are: Mike Webster
thompsonlane@baildonhort.co.uk
Charlotte Martin
charlestown@baildonhort.co.uk
Please visit our website http://www.baildonhort.btck.co.uk/ or join our facebook page
where we chat and swap ideas; it‘s a private group. Search Baildon Allotments.
The allotment competition will be inspected around the 2nd week in May by two of our
members Peter Hadley and Kevin Ball. Please remember that if you don‘t display your plot
number then you‘ll not be entered into the competition. The criteria are on the notice
board & the prize money is £50 cash for the fist prize, donated by Baildon Town Council.

Summer is on its way and it's time to tidy up spring plants, plant out summer flowers
and get planning for autumn.
Look after your finished spring bulbs for next year. Once they‘ve gone over, resist the
temptation to cut back the foliage. Instead, let it die and break down on its own and
add liquid fertiliser all around the clumps. This will give you an even better display
next spring.
Remember to open greenhouse vents and doors on warm days. You can also damp
down your greenhouse on hot days to increase humidity and deter red spider mites.
Optimise your watering regime — watering early and late to get the most out of your
water — and start collecting and recycling rainwater whenever possible as it is better
for your plants.

In the flower garden
Harden off half-hardy plants by leaving them outside during the day and bringing
them back under cover at night for 7 to 10 days before planting outdoors.
Plant summer hanging baskets, adding good-quality compost, slow-release fertiliser
and water-retaining crystals, to keep them in top condition. Protect them from late
frost under cover.
Harden off dahlias.
Continue dividing herbaceous border perennials to improve vigour and create new
plants.
Divide established clumps of hostas as they come into growth.
Tie in rambling and climbing roses. Laying the stems horizontally will help to
produce more flowers.
Tie in sweet pea plants with sweet pea support rings or use a clothes peg to
encourage them to climb.
Prune spring-flowering shrubs after flowering.
Trim lavender plants, cutting off old flower heads and about 2.5 cm (1 inch) of the
current year's growth.

Feed and water container plants.
Top-dress permanent pot plants to refresh the compost.
Supplement container plants with balanced liquid feed every 2-4 weeks to
promote healthy growth.

In the vegetable garden
Harvest asparagus spears when they are no more than 18 cm tall.
Continue earthing up potatoes.
Thin out direct-sown vegetables such as spinach, carrot and lettuce seedlings,
then water the rows well.
Harden off outdoor tomatoes, courgettes and pumpkins for planting early next
month.
Protect carrots from carrot fly by covering with horticultural fleece.
Pinch out the growing points of broad beans as soon as beans start to appear
at the base of the plant to reduce the risk of blackfly attack.
Weed around your onions and garlic to reduce competition for nutrients and
water. Apply an onion fertiliser to boost growth.
Make supports for your runner beans, using 8 ft (2.4 m) bamboo canes.
Support pea plants with twiggy sticks or pea netting.
Keep on top of weeding — weeds will compete with your vegetables for
precious water, light and nutrients.

In the fruit garden
Protect strawberry plants with straw (to control weeds and lift the berries off
the ground) and netting (to keep birds off the fruit).
Harvest rhubarb, picking only one-third of the total amount of stems.
Keep young fruit trees well watered while they are putting on rapid growth.
Remove blossom and fruits from newly planted fruit trees to help them
establish properly during their first year.
Regularly check the centre of gooseberry bushes for green gooseberry sawfly
caterpillars — they will quickly skeletonize leaves if not removed.
Erect garden netting around soft fruit plants to prevent birds eating your crop.

Robin Weedon

Meet Bernard the Turkey, our new addition to
Charlestown
New to one of our small holding plots are the Norfolk Bronze Turkeys,
Bernard, Florence, Mary and Diana.
This old established breed is the closest in colouring to the indigenous wild
turkey of the USA. It was originally bred in 1830, in Port Judith, Rhode Island,
by crossing the Narrangansett with wild turkeys of the area. It was recognised
as a standardised breed in the USA in 1874.

Turkey Facts
A wild turkey can run up to speeds of 25 miles per hour and fly short
distances up to 55 miles per hour.
White, Bronze and Norfolk Bronze are the most common breeds, but there are
43 breeds of turkey in total.
Only male turkeys gobble. Females make a clicking sound.
Adult turkeys have up to 5000 feathers.
Turkeys can recognise each other by sound, and they can visualise a map
of their territory. They can also plan ahead and recognise patterns. In
other ways, they‘re very, very simple animals. Male turkeys will attack
anything that looks remotely like a threat, including their own reflections
in windows and car doors.
The dangly appendage that hangs from the turkey‘s forehead to the beak
is called a snood. The piece that hangs from the chin is the wattle. These
fleshy flaps can change colour according to the turkey‘s physical and
mental health-when a male turkey is trying to attract a mate, the snood
and wattle turn bright red. If the turkey is scared, the appendages take
on a blue tint. And if the turkey is ailing, they become very pale.
Studies have shown that female turkeys prefer mates with longer snoods,
which may indicate health and good genes.

Charlotte Martin

No Mow May - Helping our Wildlife this month.
No Mow May campaign doesn‘t ask you to do much. In fact,
it asks you to not do anything at all… Just lock up your
lawnmower on May 1st and let the wild flowers in your lawn
bloom until the end of the month, providing a feast of nectar
for our hungry pollinators.
https://www.plantlife.org.uk/uk/discover-wild-plants-nature/nomowmay

Taking part in Plantlife’s Every Flower Counts
is really simple:
1. Simply leave your mower in the shed for No Mow May and let the

flowers grow.
2. From 23rd May to 31st May take part in Every Flower Counts by
counting the number of flowers in a random square metre of your
lawn. The animation here shows what to do.
3. Enter your counts on the website and instantly receive your very
own Personal Nectar Score, showing how much nectar is being produced
by the flowers on your lawn and how many bees it can support.

Louise Mallinson

No Mow May - Charlestown isdoing it’s bit.

April Notes from Plot 11E/W, Thompson Lane – Chris
―Ne‘er cast a clout ‗til May be out…‖ is a familiar phrase, often still
heard in Yorkshire. ‗Clout‘ refers to warm Winter clothing and
contrary to a common misconception, ‗May‘ refers to the may
blossom of the hawthorn, rather than the month. So the old
saying warns of the variability(!) of our Spring weather and not to
pack away Winter clothing until the Hawthorn is in full flower.
Well, the variability of our Spring weather has been much in
evidence, in recent weeks, with most of us wondering what to do
in terms of young seedlings, plants etc.
At the start of April, I was congratulating myself
on my preparation for likely marauders on my fruit
trees and vines. Nematodes had been watered
onto the vine tubs last Autumn, to seek out and
destroy Vine Weevil larvae; a couple of weeks ago,
Tortrix Moth traps had been primed with female
moth pheromones; and sachets of ‗Amblyseius
californicus‘ had been hung on the nectarine and
peach trees in particular, which have suffered
hugely over the last 2 years from the ravages of
red spider mite. Fleece had been hung over the
persimmon to protect the fruiting buds and every
time I am down on the plot – which is most days!
– I look for and dispatch, leaf-roller caterpillars
which if left unchecked, can work their way into
developing fruit, so that when you finally pick the
fruits of your labours, much of the fruit has been affected. By mid-April, signs of burgeoning
growth were evident everywhere in the polytunnel. The Kiwi vine, which in my last article I
noted that ―surviving the Winter was a good start‖, had thrown up healthy growth. The fig
trees were developing shoots and figs were already starting to develop. The persimmon,
beneath its fleece protection, had started into growth, with tiny new flower buds beginning
already to show. Tiny fruits of nectarine and peach were developing and the grape vines,
usually the last to throw out new shoots, had
suddenly woken up, with shining new leaves
emerging.
I thought all was set; but then the severe and
sustained frosts came to bite me (and my plants)
in the you know what! There is always the odd
frosty night in April and this generally doesn‘t
cause a problem. What I hadn‘t bargained for, was
night after night of very hard frosts, which
penetrated the polytunnel and the fleeced-up
plants, causing untold damage. Trees and bushes
may be ‗hardy‘ but tender new growth certainly
isn‘t.
The new growth on the kiwi vine was completely limp, and the bright
green persimmon leaves and tiny buds were shrivelled, despite the
fleece protection; the shoots on the figs and the tiny figs themselves
were lost. The nectarine fared no better, the developing fruits also lost.
Not sure about the peach yet as the dying blossom is still on the

tree and I am loathe to dislodge this in case, in the process, I dislodge any surviving fruits as
well. I will have to be patient!
The above words were written early on in the
month as I started to prepare this article, so I
thought I should give an update, now that three
weeks have passed by. The good news is that
although much of this year‘s fruit crop has been
lost, the plants themselves are still alive, with
new shoots pushing forth to replace the ones
lost to the frost.
Tiny blossom buds have already appeared on
the white grape vine (var. Lakemont), which
was less damaged than the red (var. Flame)
Lakemont is a variety grown in Canada, so
maybe it is slightly more cold tolerant. This I
hadn‘t expected – and there are a lot of buds!
Even with Flame, new growth is emerging from
the frost ravaged early shoots, so maybe, just
maybe…!
The instructions when pruning grape vines,
suggest that on the lateral or horizontal
growth of last year, you prune back to the first bud.
However, my recent experience suggests that maybe
the second to last bud might be better, as if you lose
the growth from the last bud, there is nowhere else
to go! New growth may still New growth may still find
a way out somewhere but it will be less controlled, as
the picture shows!
The figs took a real battering.
I have one (var. Madeleine
des Deux Saisons) which, as
its name suggests, produces
two crops per year – that is if
you live somewhere warmer
than Baildon!
It always crops earlier than
the others though and there
were already plenty of small
figs starting to swell.
However, the frost killed all
of the initial growth, plus all of the emerging figs, bar just a
few at the base of the plant. In view of this and as the saying
goes – ‗no new growth, no new figs‘ – I took the opportunity
to hard prune all of the damaged branches back to one or two
buds, to try to stimulate more new growth. Whether there will
be sufficient time for any new figs produced to mature, is
going to be a question that will only be answered as the year
progresses – so watch this space!

The kiwis also are showing signs of new growth as is the persimmon, although in the latter case, the damage has been so
severe, I think it might be a couple of years before I get more
fruit, due to the way the fruiting wood is formed.
The two blueberry bushes I
have in pots, (var. Brigitta
and Chandler) both have
plenty of blossom on them
and because the flowers don‘t
lend themselves to hand
pollination, I carried the pots
outside to let nature do what
it does best. However, nature
also includes pigeons, which it
seems, love to peck off the
bunches of blossom; so, the pots are now back in the polytunnel. (While I was taking photos to complete this article, I
noticed a big bumble bee making free with the blossom, so I
couldn‘t resist a shot!).
Having moved the pots
outside, I had taken the
opportunity to
re-arrange the contents
of the polytunnel,
anticipating the
introduction of my
tomato, cucumber,
melon, pepper and chilli
plants, so I had to have
a quick re-think when
the blueberries returned!
When I was researching
polytunnels, I remember
one piece of advice –
―Consider what size you
will need and then, if you
can, go one bigger..‖
Well I did – and at
20‘x10‘, it‘s still not big
enough!
Outside, the beds have been dug over and all of the potatoes are
now in. Even if we get some late frosts, the growth won‘t be
through so all should be well!

Next month should see some significant
changes as the season progresses and I
look forward to writing up my notes
over the next few weeks. In the
meantime, Happy Gardening!

No Chemical Bindweed Control
I don‘t know about Thompson Lane but
Charlestown has a massive problem with
bindweed.
For our newcomers with an unplanted
allotment, apply sheet mulch (cardboard
and wood chips) and give it a few
months for the underground stems to
come up to the surface. Then using a
fork loosen the soil and pull all the
visible stems and roots out, starting at
one end and working your way across
systematically to be as thorough as
possible. Once you‘ve removed as much
as possible then mulch thickly again.
This process might have to be repeated
again next growing season.
If the bindweed‘s entwined with other
plants you first need to unwind it, but be
careful as pulling and tugging can
damage your good plants that you are
trying to save. Unwind it as far to the
base as you can and then loosen the soil
around where you find the roots and
remove as much as you can with a fork.
Then BE PERSISTENT, keep pulling it out
when you see it. DO NOT let it flower.
Seeds can remain dormant in the soil

for up to 20 years, but you can keep it
under control if you keep removing the
foliage above ground, you‘ll force the
plant to use up its energy reservoirs in
its roots. The roots will begin to starve
which will eventually kill it. After 2-3
years of ruthless weeding you should
be able to almost eradicate this plant.
Continue to remove even the smallest
of bindweeds before the roots have
developed and do not put removed
weeds in a compost heap, as they will
regrow from even the smallest section
of root.

Dawn Tinsley

What Purpose do Wasps Serve?
They ruin your summer picnics, nest
in your shed and sting you when
angry. There‘s no reason to like
wasps, at least this is what most
people think. Although you might
think they are after our beer or jam
sandwich - they are, in fact, much
more interested in finding protein
from insect prey to take back to their
nest to feed their lavae, feeding
themselves with sugar from your
fizzy drinks.
Wasps provide us with free,
eco-friendly natural pest-control
services. In a world without wasps,
we would need to use more toxic
pesticides to control the insects that
eat our crops and carry diseases.
Wasps have a sting to allow them to
capture and immobilise their prey
(such as aphids, caterpillars, flies
and spiders). They may also sting to
defend their nest.
In late spring, large wasps can
be seen. These are queens who are

looking for suitable nest sites. These
can be deserted mammal holes,
cracks in walls or holes in trees. The
nests are made from chewed up
wood and wasp saliva which creates
a paper-like material.
The adult wasps do not eat their
prey, instead, they gather and eat
sugar from the nectar of flowers, or
from your sugary drinks! They
pollinate the flowers they visit, just
like bees do. But wasps are not as
fussy as bees—they will visit any
flower. This means wasps might not
be as efficient at pollination as bees
are. However, being less fussy
means that wasps may be useful
back-up pollinators in habitats, such
as cities and farmland, where there
are not enough of the right kinds of
flowers for bees to thrive. Wasps
may become more important
pollinators in the future, as more of
the natural world becomes disturbed
by humans.

Dawn Tinsley

THE BEE FLY
There have been lots of these little creatures on the allotments this past few
weeks. Bee-flies look rather like bumblebees but are actually true flies
(Diptera). They have round, furry bodies and a long proboscis (tongue) held
out straight. The proboscis can sometimes cause alarm but they do not bite or
sting and just use it to drink nectar from spring flowers, often while hovering.
Flowers with long nectar tubes such as primroses and lungworts are particular
favourites, and bee-flies are likely to be important pollinators of these.
Adult bee-flies only drink nectar, but their larvae have a rather different
lifestyle preying on solitary bee larvae. An adult female bee-fly collects dust
or sand at the tip of their abdomen and use it to coat their eggs, this is
thought to provide camouflage and add weight. Next, she flicks her eggs in
the direction of solitary bee burrows, the eggs hatch and the bee-fly larva
crawls into the burrow and feeds on the pollen stores and bee larvae.
Once fully grown the bee-fly larva pupates and waits till the spring to emerge
as an adult and start the cycle again. Although this may sound bad for the
solitary bees, bee-flies are a natural part of UK ecosystems and there is no
evidence they harm bee populations.
You can tell the difference between males and females by looking at their
eyes. Males' eyes are huge and touch at the top of the head whereas
females' eyes are widely separated. I think they're really cute insects and
lovely to watch.

Louise Mallinson

The use of weedkillers explained
Commercially available weedkillers
(commonly known by its original trade
name Roundup) usually contain
glyphosate, a controversial chemical
linked to several cancer cases in the
United States. While glyphosate is
unlikely to be used in sufficient
quantities to cause harm for the home
gardener, you may want to avoid using
it. There‘s also research to suggest that
glyphosate can adversely affect honey
bees. It appears that it affects the
microbial community in the bees‘
digestive system, making them more
prone to deadly infections. It‘s also been
found to have adverse effects on
earthworms and beneficial insects.
Glyphosate is used on many crops to
control weeds, including about 80% of
genetically modified (GM) crops. Seeds
are modified to be resistant to
glyphosate so that when the herbicide is
used it kills only the weeds around the
crops. It‘s also sprayed on many crops,
including cereals, such as wheat and
oats, as a pre-harvest desiccant. This
encourages the crops to dry quickly and
evenly, allowing for earlier harvesting.
In addition, it‘s used by land owners,
such as councils, to control weeds in our
towns and cities. It‘s used in our parks,
playgrounds, schools and on our

pavements and verges. It‘s also readily
available in many supermarkets and
garden centres as an easy tool for
gardeners at home and on allotments.
Glyphosate is found as a residue on
many of the food products we eat. It‘s
also been found in water, wine and beer.
Glyphosate has direct and indirect
effects on the environment. Indirect
impacts on birds and other animals
occur due to the wiping out of weeds
and wild flowers, destroying habitats and
food supplies. Glyphosate is water
soluble and has had significant effects on
species that underpin the entire aquatic
food chain with amphibians being
particularly vulnerable.

Gardeners’World

CROP ROTATION
We‘re all starting to plant seedlings in some of
our beds now & although a lot of you that
have had allotments for a while will know
about crop rotation there‘s quite a few new
tenants. Therefore I thought that we‘d write a
mini guide for the newbie's and a reminder for
those of us who keep forgetting.
The idea is that the beds should be rotated
and different plants should be cultivated in
that bed each year. This should be done on at
least a 3 year cycle though some people with
large plots do it over a 5 year cycle. The
reason for the rotation is so that the beds do
not get stripped of all their nutrients and so
that there is not a build-up of certain pests
and diseases that would impact on what you
are growing.
Different crops need different nutrients and
have different pests. Not all of us have
enough room to stick to a strict rotation but
most of us try not to grow the same crops in
the same area each year.
Courgettes, pumpkins, squashes, marrows,
French and runner beans, sweetcorn & salads
can be grown wherever convenient, merely
avoiding growing them too often in the same
place.

Onion Family: garlic, onions, leeks and
shallots. These are light feeders. Plant
these after heavy feeders (Roots) or
after soil enrichers (Legumes).
Roots Family: beets, carrots, celeriac,
spinach and Swiss chard. These are
heavy feeders. Follow these crops with
legumes.
Brassica Family: broccoli, Brussels
sprouts, cabbage, cauliflower,
Chinese cabbage, kale, radishes,
turnips and Swede. These are heavy
feeders. These crops should follow
legumes.
Legume Family: French/broad/runner
beans and peas. These crops are soil
builders and enrich the soil. Plant
these crops before or after any other
crop family.
Potato Family: outdoor tomatoes and
potatoes. These crops are heavy
feeders but can be grown anywhere in
the rotation.

Toni Graham

THE APIARY IN MAY - SWARMING SEASON
A swarm in an apple tree.

It's that time of year again when I
dread getting a call from somebody
down at the allotments "Louise - your
bees are swarming". As soon as the
weather gets hot and for the next few
weeks, I like to stay close to home just
to be on the safe side.

Swarming is the natural way that
honeybees reproduce. The bees will
start to make preparations in late April
and early May. They will decide that
now is the time to split their colony in
half by raising new queens and will
draw out some of the worker cells to
make queen cells. These are large
peanut shaped things made out of wax
which hang from the comb. The queen
lays eggs in these, which hatch out 3
days later into queen larvae which will
become her queen daughters, if allowed
to mature. The nurse bees will feed
these young larvae - ten times more
than worker larvae - on a diet of pure
royal jelly so that they grow very
quickly and their reproductive systems
develop. When the larvae are big and
fat their cells will be sealed on the 8th
day and they'll pupate and hatch out 8
days later. As soon as the queen cells
are sealed that is the signal for half the
colony to take off with the old queen in
a swarm, leaving the developing
potential new queens behind.

A very long queen cell.
Although it can be quite alarming to
watch, swarming bees are a wonderful
thing to witness as the air becomes
black with thousands of bees in flight
and the noise is just like a vacuum
cleaner! They will fly around for a few
minutes and then settle, hopefully not
too far from their hive, to re-group, on
a tree branch or fence. The queen will
be in the centre giving off her strong
pheromone to hold them all together.
They are normally very docile when in
swarming mode because they have just
filled their stomachs with honey to last
them a few days while they look for a
permanent home and they are not
defensive as they are temporarily
homeless, having left their hive.
Of course, us beekeepers try our best
to prevent swarming from happening by
checking the colonies once a week and,
if we see any queen cells in their early
stages, we can take action before they
swarm. One of the things we can do is
an "artificial swarm" where we move
half of them into a new hive. In a

the flying bees from the brood so they
think they've already swarmed and are
in their new home. We then need to go
back to the original hive a few days
later and take off all the queen cells
except one which will become the new
queen. If we don't do this, they can
send off what is called a "cast swarm"
which is when one of the virgin queens
hatches out and takes off with half of
the remaining colony. This can happen
several times but isn't good news for
the beekeeper as it depletes the honey
producing workforce.
So, if you see a rugby ball shaped
cluster of bees hanging off a branch or
fence post, give me a call and I'll come
and collect it before it takes off again.

Louise Mallinson

Readers‘ Photos
Wildlife is just amazing.

These are not just
eggs......

...they are Robin eggs!
...after just a few days and
she‘s feeding four chicks.

Alan Oats, Charlestown

I grew my purple sprouting
broccoli from seed last
March, it‘s been a long
wait but I have to say it‘s
definitely worth waiting
for!
Dawn

While my greenhouse is empty I've kept the strawberries in and they are
full of flowers and ready to fruit.

Alessandra Nappo Oddy

Although the tree planting season is now over, the tree nursery at
Thompson Lane has been stocked up with about 500 trees which will be
used in the next planting season. Varieties include Oak, Silver Birch,
Hazel, Rowan, Field Maple and Bird Cherry. Another season in the
nursery will bring them on significantly and give them a better chance
when they are eventually planted out. If anyone has spare trees in
pots, they can be left at the Thompson Lane allotment shop where they
can be kept in the nursery and will be planted out in the winter. A lot of
the trees will be planted on land between Roberts Park and Baildon
Recreation Centre close to where some new paths have been recently
installed.

Richard Nottidge

Sales Hut Price List

– from April 2021 (subject to change)

Our fertilisers are ORGANIC unless otherwise stated
Growmore - NOT ORGANIC
Lawn Feed (Spring/Summer)
Rose Fertiliser

£1.35
£1.00
£0.80

(Price per kg)

Lawn Feed (Autumn)
Lawn Weed & Feed

£1.10
£1.25

Bone Meal
£0.75 - is a great source of phosphorus, essential for plants
to help flower & new plants produce strong roots, so is good for rooting vegetables such as
onions, garlic, carrot & parsnip.
Calcified Seaweed
£0.90 – an annual dressing of calcified seaweed reduce if
not eliminate the slug population in the applied area. It‘s popular with organic gardeners,
for those looking for a product that can help rapidly improve the quality of their soil & can
also be used at any point during the year.
Chicken Pellets
£0.65 - effective & non-chemical, can be used from
February to November. Apply every 4-6 weeks during growing season. Do not use on acid
loving plants.
Epsom Salt
£0.85 - is a good source of magnesium for tomatoes,
Peppers, azaleas, fruit trees & roses, the result is more blooms, less blossom-end rot, more
fruit, stronger plants & sweeter fruit.
Fish, Blood & Bone
£0.65 - provides the major nutrients required for strong
healthy growth. It provides immediate & slow release nitrogen & feeds most types of
flowers, fruit & vegetables.
Garden Lime
£0.40 - provides nutrients, including calcium &
magnesium. Vegetables such as peas, beans, corn & the cabbage family, lettuce, spinach &
other greens grow well in recently limed soil.
Horticultural Grit
£0.20 - ideal for adding to composts for root cuttings &
propagating cuttings. It can be added to heavy, clay-based soil to help break down the soil
for excess water to drain through.
Lawn Sand
£0.75 - can gain an even green coverage & help reduce
surface weeds. Regular use allows surface moss & weeds to be slowly eradicated producing
a healthy lawn.
Nitro Chalk
suitable for brassicas.

£0.85 - use Spring/Summer to enhance growth, most

Sulphate of Ammonia
£0.65 - rich in nitrogen & is used to give your vegetables a
tonic. It gets food to the plants quickly and is particularly suitable for leafy vegetables such
as cabbages, spinach, lettuce & rhubarb.
Sulphate of Iron
£0.90 - a highly effective moss killer, lawn greener &
conditioner; it is also used as a turf hardener & reduces worm casts on your lawn.
Sulphate of Potash
£1.40 - an excellent source of potassium which will
strengthen plant stems & increase resistance to unwanted insect pests & diseases.
Superphosphate
£1.05 - encourages strong root growth, helps to move
sugars & proteins around the plant so that fruits & vegetable ripen property.

Composts
Jacks Magic Multipurpose
Melcourt Sylvagrow Peat Free 50L
Ericaceous 50L
Westland Growbags 30L
Tomirite Growbags 60L
John Innes No 1
John Innes No 2
John Innes No 3
Perlite (per litre)
Vermiculite (per litre)
Levington Seed
Composted Manure
Horticultural Potting Grit (per kg)
Silver Sand (per kg)

Sundries
£5.00
£6.10
£5.85
£2.90
£4.00
£2.75
£3.60
£3.60
£0.25
£0.30
£2.75
£4.00
£0.20
£0.20

£7.15
£10.80
£6.55
£1.00
£4.20
£2.60

Plant Food
Maxi Crop Tomato
Maxi Crop Seaweed
Phostrogen
Rooting Powder
Vitax Tomato Feed

£0.75
£1.65
£1.30
£1.25
£0.15
£0.60
£3.45
£5.20
£6.35
£1.75
£2.30
£3.30
£0.90
£2.75

Pots, Canes and Ties

Fungicides/Insecticides
Armillatox
Jeyes Fluid
Provado Vine Weedvil Killer
Provado Bug Killer
Rose Clear
Bayer Slug Pellets

Wild Bird Food (per kg)
Bird Nuts (per kg)
Bubble Wrap (per meter)
Crop Protection Net (per meter)
Fat Balls – small (each)
Fleece (per meter)
Grass Seeds (per kg)
Grease Bands
(per box)
Paraffin
Greenhouse W and Z Clips
Light Duty Wire
Heavy Duty Wire
Marker Pen
Garden Dibber

£4.00
£4.00
£2.95
£4.30
£2.65

3ft Canes
4ft Canes
6ft Canes
8ft Canes
Natural Twine 300 m
Natural Twine 150 m
Jiffy 38mm (per 10)
Plant Labels (pk of 150)
Plant Pots 7cm (for 50)
Plant Pots 9 cm (for 10)
Plant Rings (per pack)
Plant Pak P24
Plant Pak P40
Split Green Canes (for 10)
Trays

£0.10
£0.10
£0.40
£0.40
£3.10
£1.85
£0.60
£2.80
£2.50
£0.50
£0.40
£0.20
£0.20
£0.25
£1.00

To minimise the
use of plastic
we‘re collecting
suitable containers
for the sale of
fertilisers.
Now is the time to
be making your
own with nettles
and comfrey!

Taste of the Wild
Ingredients








200g gram flour
¼ tsp Bicarbonate of soda
A pinch of salt
tsp chilli powder
1 tsp Cumin seeds
45 large dandelion flower heads
1.5 litres sunflower oil for deep frying

Makes about 15 - f you don‘t fancy
dandelions you can replace them with onions!

Method
Put all the dry ingredients except the
Dandelions in a bowl and mix. Stir in

Dandelion Bhajis

approximately 100ml of cold water to make a thick batter, now put the dandelions into the
batter and mix well to coat.
Heat your deep frying oil to 185 degrees C and then gently drop spoonfuls (about 3 flowers)
of the batter covered flowers into the oil. Deep fry for 2-3 minutes until golden, remove from
the oil, drain on kitchen paper and serve seasoned with salt.

Lesley Stephens

Wild Garlic Raita
Ingredients
400ml soured cream/crème fraiche
1 bunch wild garlic washed and chopped
5cm piece of cucumber chopped very small
Salt and pepper
Mix all the ingredients together and season to taste.

Dawn Tinsley

Readers’ Recipes
stuffed Aubergine
Ingredients
2 aubergines
Cherry tomatoes
Black olives
Capers
Garlic
Cheese
Basil
Oregano
Salt and Pepper
Olive Oil
Breadcrumbs

Method
Half the aubergines lengthways, scoop out the inside of the aubergines and
mix with all the other ingredients.
Fill the aubergines with the mixture and enough olive oil.
Sprinkle them with breadcrumbs and cook in the oven at 180° for an hour.
Decorate with basil before serving, (you can add cheese of your choice or add
mince meat for a non vegetarian option).

Alessandra Nappo Oddy

