this month the finest specimens will be
being identified for the show, please
make an effort to produce at least one
item to enter, we want the show to be a
big success after the horrendous last 18
months. To this end Dawn would like
volunteers to assist with preparation and
disassembly of the show itself, so please
contact her and offer help, particularly
needed is a show treasurer to keep track
of the monies!

Word from the Chair
I regret to say that in the last month two
wheelbarrows have been stolen from
member‘s plots at Charlestown also
intruders have been reported and
vegetables taken. In consequence, the
gate will now be closed at all times
(except when the shop is open on Sunday
morning).
I am pleased to report that the fitting of
CCTV and security lights at Thompson
Lane seems to have stopped the
intrusions there. The Charlestown System
is now up and running and we will review
the gate closure in due course.
On a lighter note, both sites are looking
splendid with flowers in bloom and
vegetables being produced in abundance,

Let‘s show Baildon what we can do.

John Turner
Chair

ALLOTMENT NEWS
Both Thompson Lane and Charlestown
are looking good, everything seems to
be growing well.
Thanks to those at Charlestown who
have tackled the bindweed following our
secretaries letter dated 14th July and to
Ady, Jon, Shirley and Kevin for keeping
the lanes nice and tidy. There are still a
few paths with bindweed that need to be
cleared though.
We have 19 on the Waiting List at
Thompson Lane and 20 at Charlestown
with no vacant plots.

Bindweed
Bindweed refers to two similar trumpet-flowered weeds, both of which twine around
other plant stems, smothering them in the process.
They are not easy to remove as they persist from a perennial root system. The roots
are usually white and brittle and, if broken, are able to regenerate from the smallest
sections.
Hedge bindweed climbs with strong twining stems, has large heart-shaped leaves and
large white trumpet flowers. It is most often seen as a hedgerow plant or weed,
scrambling over and often smothering hedges and shrubs of all sizes and even
smaller ornamental trees.
Bindweed is problematic for a number of reasons:
It spreads mainly from sections of underground stem (rhizome) or root. The roots
may penetrate up to 5m (16ft) deep or more and spread rapidly, but most growth is
from white, shallow, fleshy underground stems. Established colonies can spread
outwards by 2m (6½ft) or more in a single season and produces seeds infrequently,

but they can reportedly remain viable in the soil for many years.
Even very small sections are capable of producing shoot growth and can unwittingly
be brought into gardens hidden among plant roots and in soils or manures.

How to Control
Non-weedkiller control:
These weeds are difficult to eradicate by cultural methods as their roots can extend
deep into the soil.
Physical barrier: By persistent digging and hoeing it is possible to eradicate these
weeds in a couple of years, although new colonies can establish from seed or from
roots on neighbouring land. Because of this, and wherever feasible, it can pay to
insert vertical, solid barriers (45cm/18in deep) into the soil along fences and other
boundaries.
Digging: Fork out to remove as much of the roots when carrying out any routine
autumn and winter digging. In spring as new growth appears, dig out new shoots.
Hoeing: In areas where it is not possible to dig without disturbing plant roots, sever
the weed at ground level with a hoe. This will need to be repeated throughout the
growing season as new growth reappears.
Weedkiller control:
kills wildlife and will kill only the top growth, the bindweed simply regrows from the
roots.

Dawn Tinsley

Baildon Horticultural Show, 5th September 2021
Last month I shared the Fruit and Vegetable, Novice, Baking, Children's, Handcraft, Flower
Arranging and Miscellaneous Sections, this month I‘ve enclosed the Flower Section. Anyone
can enter any of our classes, you don't need to live in Baildon or have an allotment.
Entry fees: classes are 30p per entry, 10p for children.
Prize money: 1st - £4.00, 2nd - £2.00 and 3rd - £1.00 and Sponsored class prize
money: 1st - £5.00, 2nd - £3.00 & 3rd - £2.00 unless otherwise stated.
The Show Schedule is now available online from our website or you can pick up a hard
copy from either our sales huts. https://www.baildonhort.co.uk/
FLOWERS – we provide facilities to arrange/stage your flowers at the school, including
water and vases.
VEGETABLES/FRUIT/MISCELLANEOUS – we provide paper plates, sand and lots of help
and advice for you to arrange/stage.
Entry Form is available on our website. https://www.baildonhort.co.uk/
Complete the show entry form with the class numbers that you‘re entering.
Bring your exhibits to Sandal School on Saturday evening 4th September, 7pm to 9pm or
Sunday morning 5th September, 8am to 10.45 am.
Pay for your class, (make sure you bring plenty of change).
Place the number you are allocated under your exhibit. The tables will be clearly labelled
with the class numbers but don‘t worry stewards will be around to help.
Judging will commence 11am.
Certificates will be placed on the tables for you and the public to browse.
Presentation of trophies will take place at 3.30pm.
Collect your prize money from the office.
If there‘s anything at all you need to know then there will be lots of us around to ask.
If you‘d like to help at the show then please contact me, we need runners to help the
judges, stewards to organise, I‘ll find you a job!
Dawn Tinsley show@baildonhort.co.uk

FLOWER SECTION MEMBERS CLASSES
Classes 34 to 60 – Flowers Judge: Mr R Geldard
34 Vase of mixed flowers. All-round effect. Own or society vase.
35 One vase of sweet peas. Arranged for effect, any foliage allowed, own
vase. Sponsored by Sue Wheatley
36 Sunflower in a vase 1 stem any variety.
37 One rose. Specimen bloom.
38 One vase roses. Minimum three stems. (Rose Bowl for best exhibit in Rose
Classes)
39 One vase dahlias. Any foliage, all round effect, at least 5 in a vase.
Sponsored by Lesley Stephens
40 One vase chrysanthemums. Any foliage, all-round effect, at least 5 in a
vase.
41 House plants display in pot.
42 Succulents display in pot or terrarium.

FLOWER SECTION OPEN CLASSES
(Dahlias and chrysanthemums should be named)

44 Baildon Top Vase. Between 5 &10 stems of at least 2 different kinds of
flowers. No seed heads, additional foliage or accessories. Sponsored by
Janice Richards
45 Gladiolus. One spike.
46 Gladiolus. 3 spikes in a vase
47 One vase sweet peas. Seven in vase.
48 One vase chrysanthemums. Incurved, 3 in a vase.
49 One vase chrysanthemums. Reflex, 3 in a vase.
50 One vase spray chrysanthemums. 3 stems.
51 1 Flower & 1 vegetable. Any types.
52 One vase dahlias. Pom-pom, 5 in a vase.
53 One vase dahlias. Miniature decorative. 3 in a vase.
54 One vase dahlias. Small decorative. 3 in a vase.
55 One vase dahlias. Medium decorative. 3 in a vase.
56 One vase dahlias. Medium cactus /semi cactus. 3 in a vase.
57 One vase large dahlias, in a vase.
58 One vase dahlias. Small cactus/semi-cactus. 3 in a vase.
59 One vase of dahlias. Miniature cactus/semi-cactus. 3 in a vase.
60 One vase of ball dahlias. 3 in a vase.

Benefits of using Rain Water
A significant amount of energy and treatment are used to provide safe water to our
homes so using stored rainwater lowers your carbon emissions. Rainwater is also
better for your plants as it often has a lower pH. The minerals that are sometimes
found in mains water, can raise the pH of your root zone, which affect the nutrient
availability. Rainwater is especially good for acidic loving plants like blueberries.
You can get an estimate of how much mains water could be saved in a typical
garden by following this link and pledging to ‗make the switch from mains to rains‘.
RHSmains2rain.uk
Collecting rainwater: Rainwater can be collected from huts, garages and
greenhouses, as long as they have gutters and a down pipe into a water butt.
Follow allotmentBook.co.uk for instruction on how to do this. They can be joined
together by either a water butt connector kit or a siphon.
Try making a DIY mini water butt from the link Yorkshirewater.com
Follow RSPB on how to install a water butt (or two) RSPB.org.uk
It‘s easier to access the water if the butt has a tap at the base and sits on a stand,
so that the watering can will stand on the ground under the tap. Stands can be
either ready-made or improvised with a pile of bricks, but it‘s important to make
the base firm and level in case it topples, and use the lid supplied to stop wildlife
falling in, prevent algal growth and discourage mosquitoes.
Minimising health risks from stored water: You can avoid the water becoming
smelly or carrying diseases if you clean water butts annually. Follow the link for
RHS/advice.co.uk

Dawn Tinsley

You are never too old to discover a new obsession…!
Chris Dearnley – Plot 11E/11W – Thompson Lane
―Gardening is good for you…‖, says the National Allotment
Society and as allotment holders, we all know that growing our
own food can be hugely rewarding, if more than a little
frustrating at times! Exercise and fresh air are thrown in for
free and for many of us over the last 18 months, our plots have
been a life-line, as an ‗approved activity‘; there is also a
growing awareness of the role
gardening plays in both preventing
and alleviating mental ill-health. A
study in the Netherlands showed
that every 10 per cent increase in
exposure to green space, translated
into an improvement in health
equivalent to being five years
younger, with similar benefits found
by studies in Canada and Japan. No
wonder, we have allotment holders
managing plots into their 80s!
Of course, you can‘t have an allotment without being aware of
the natural world all around, from welcome pollinators such as
bees and hover-flies, to less welcome creatures – woodpigeons, slugs and snails spring to mind; and as we prepare for
each new season, we are thinking constantly of new and more
elaborate ways to protect our crops!
The creatures I have mentioned so far are easily recognised if,
in some cases, less easily dealt with(!) but our plots are also
home to the most incredible variety of insects, spiders and the
like, most of which I suspect, are never noticed by the majority
of us as we tend our plots. Yet they are all crucial to the
maintenance and the diversity of our plots - and our planet.
A few months ago, I bought a £35 macro lens for
my Samsung S10 phone and set out looking for
subjects to ‗capture‘. Little did I know that this
was to open up a whole new world for me which
has been hiding in plain sight for most of my life. You are never too old
to discover a new obsession! Now, at the end of each session on my
plot, I spend some time scouring the plants and hedgerows in search of
interesting creatures to photograph and when fellow plot-holders
inevitably stop and ask me what I am doing, I introduce them to some
of the wonders many of us have passed by without seeing – that is, up
until now. When I get home – finally! – I go through the pictures I have
taken and try to identify each one, using wildlife books and the internet
as my main sources of information. I have learned so much in these last
few months…!

The thing that has surprised me most,
is the sheer complexity of some of the
tiniest creatures our plots contain,
much of this impossible to see with
the naked eye. The macro lens makes
all the difference! Time and again I
am left wondering how evolution has
come up with some of these amazing
creatures! Take the Vapourer Moth for
example, which is widespread and
common across much of the UK. In
adult form, this moth is attractive –
orange brown with a pair of white
eye-spots – but by no means a show stopper. However,
in caterpillar form, this has to be one of the most
spectacular creatures I have yet seen. Truly amazing and
yet many of us will almost certainly have passed one by
as it rests on a leaf – in this instance, a nettle leaf. What
on earth can have caused it to evolve into this…?
The Peacock Butterfly is an early visitor to our plots and
although its caterpillar is less flamboyant than that of the
Vapourer Moth, it is pretty striking! These ones are on
nettle leaves, on which you will also see Small Tortoiseshell Butterfly caterpillars. In fact, the humble nettle
houses a huge variety of insects and it is well worth
pausing a while to scour any clumps on your plots, for
signs of life. Some creatures are so tiny, they appear as
mere spots or leaf blemishes but once you get your eye
in, it is amazing what some of these ‗spots‘ can turn into.
A simple, tiny midge, even a non-biting one, is normally something
to be batted away as a bit of a nuisance and yet, when viewed
through the eye of a macro lens, the male has a remarkable pair
of ‗feathery‘ green antennae, more like a head-dress! Even the
colour of its legs has levels of detail I have certainly never been
aware of. This one is clinging to the very tip of a nettle leaf.
Bluebottles and greenbottles, their very names conjour up a host
of negative connotations, are remarkable when viewed ‗up-close
and personal‘; the way the light reflects on their bodies, making
them look almost metallic.
These last few months have also made me think a lot more
about the life cycles of many of these creatures. Take the
ladybird for example, an insect with which we are all familiar.
This has a larval stage which then pupates, before developing
into the ladybird which we all know…or do we? This insect,
beloved by generations of gardeners as a devourer of aphids, is
much more than a cute creature with red with black spots. The
bright colours of ladybirds warn would-be predators

that they are distasteful, although some birds may still have a go at
eating them; and what a range of colours!
Up to recent times, the most familiar ladybird to be
spotted has been the native 7-spot ladybird.
However, since 2004, the Harlequin ladybird – an
alien species – has spread rapidly as it outcompetes native ladybirds and these can be seen all
over the allotments in a wide variety of colours.
Once you know what you are looking for, ladybird larvae are fairly easy to spot on leaves,
particularly in June and July and the form of each larva, determines the type of ladybird into
which it will develop. As each larva grows, it will shed its skin several times before pupating
from early/mid-July onwards. In around 15 days and from this pupa, will emerge the adult
ladybird.
These are just some of the ladybirds I have
spotted in the last few weeks. Most of these
are Harlequins which, as I have mentioned are
fast becoming the dominant species, at the
expense of our native 7-spot, just as grey
squirrels have ousted the red squirrel in many
parts of the country.

Insects are an enormously broad and varied group of species - there are around
27,000 in the UK. Some of these species are in decline, some are not and many have
never been measured. Allotments play an important role in providing a variety of
habitats for all manner of creatures, including of course, insects and in the last couple
of months or so, I have been really surprised at the sheer variety I have seen at
Thompson Lane, many within a few yards of each other. I can easily spend an hour
searching just 6 or 7 yards of hedgerow!

Here is a selection of some of the
photographs I have taken. The first two
are Soft-winged Flower Beetles,
followed by a Garden Chafer Beetle

which feeds on the foliage of many plants. The hooks on
the end of each fore-leg look quite menacing! Although
this beetle doesn‘t usually cause significant damage, the
grubs of Garden Chafers can cause real damage to lawns,
where they feed on the roots just under the surface. Next

are a couple of shield bugs – a Green Shield Bug and a Sloe Bug. Shield bugs are also
known as ‗stink bugs‘, as they can produce a powerful defensive odour when threatened!
Next comes a Brown Leafhopper, almost like a chameleon!
In addition to a myriad of insects, there are of course spiders!
Many of the ones we see are Garden Cross Spiders, the most
common orb web spider in the UK, often found in gardens and
allotments and identified by the cross-shaped mark on its body.
Prowling around the hedgerows on
the main pathway at Thomson Lane,
I noticed something bright in the
middle of a bramble. It turned out to
be the sun reflecting off the body of
a Green Orb Spider! I would not have noticed it had it not
been for this!
These pictures show just some of the wealth of wildlife on
our allotments, much of it probably unseen – at least I was
unaware of it; and show how important these spaces are in
creating habitats for insects, spiders and all manner of
other creatures.

August in the Apiary

In the south of England the beekeeping year is coming to a close as they have little
forage in August. However, here in Yorkshire, we have heather – which seems to
get earlier every year - and the controversial Himalayan Balsam which is full of
nectar and pollen. In fact when you watch the foragers coming in, they often look
like they‘ve been dusted with talcum powder from the pollen of this plant.
Although it is an invasive species it is very important for the bees as it provides a
much needed boost before winter sets in.
The queen should stop laying drone eggs now as they are no longer needed but the
adult drones are still present in the colony. Although they don‘t do any work and
seldom even feed or clean themselves, they provide a valuable source of heat for
the brood nest.
Providing the bees have new laying queens and have plenty of forage they can be
left alone for longer than a week at a time so all the hardworking beekeepers can
take a well earned holiday and hopefully there won‘t be any more swarms!!

Louise Mallinson

August Bee Plants

Himalayan Balsam (Impatiens glandulifera) is a relative of the busy Lizzie,
but reaches well over head height, and is a major weed problem, especially
on riverbanks and waste land, but can also invade gardens. It grows rapidly
and spreads quickly, smothering other vegetation as it goes. However, the
bees absolutely LOVE IT! There‘s always a battle between people who are
wanting to get rid of it and beekeepers who know it‘s a valuable nectar crop
for their beloved bees – not to mention the bumble and solitary bees.

Ling Heather (Calluna vulgaris) is in flower now and hopefully will provide a
good crop this year. It seems to be increasing on Baildon Moor so we‘re very
lucky to have it. The honey from heather is very rich and thick but an
absolute nightmare to extract as it is thixotropic – it forms a gel until stirred –
so it can‘t be spun out like spring honey but just stays stubbornly on the
comb. It is said to have great anti-bacterial and other health benefits so
tends to be more expensive. I always tell people that it‘s much better than
the ubiquitous and overrated Manuka honey.

Louise Mallinson

The last official month of summer is the perfect time to enjoy your
garden while it‘s still at its best. August isn‘t the time to take your
eye off the ball in the garden. Here are some of the main jobs:

In the Flower Garden
Water camellias and rhododendrons thoroughly this month to make sure that
next year's buds develop well.
Keep patio container plants well watered and feed with a liquid fertiliser every
fortnight.
Stake tall or top-heavy dahlias and lilies to prevent wind and rain damage.
Dead-head bedding plants and perennials to encourage them to flower into
the autumn and stop them self-seeding.
Cut back faded perennials to keep borders tidy.
Dead-head lilies for a better flower display next year.
Prune wisteria after flowering by removing all the whippy side-shoots from the
main branch framework to about 20cm from their base (about five leaves
from the main stem).
Trim any lavender plants after they've finished flowering to keep them
compact.

Cut back herbs now to encourage a new flush of tasty leaves you can harvest
before the frost.

Collect ripened seed and store for next year. Leaving some seed heads in place can
be attractive and allows the plant to self-seed in the surrounding soil.
Mow wildflower meadows now to help scatter the seeds.
Take cuttings of your favourite tender perennials such as pelargoniums and fuchsia
to propagate them for next year.
Finish dividing clumps of bearded Iris now so they have time to form roots and
flower buds for next year before the cold weather arrives.
Prune climbing roses and rambling roses once they've finished flowering (unless
they‘re repeat-flowerers in which case leave them).

In the Vegetable Garden
Water sweetcorn plants regularly and feed with tomato food to get the best cobs.
Apply a high-potash fertiliser such as tomato food once fruits start to form on pepper,
cucumber and aubergine plants.
Continue to feed tomato plants with a tomato fertiliser and remove lower leaves to help
with air circulation and prevent disease.
Pinch out the top of tomato plants to concentrate the growth into the fruit that has
already formed. Aim to leave 5 or 6 trusses of fruit per plant.
Cut back herbs to encourage a new flush of tasty leaves that you can harvest before the
frost. Dry or freeze excess herbs to use in the kitchen later on.
Thin parsley to help it establish a good root system before winter. There should be 25cm
between each plant.
Pinch out the tips of your runner bean plants once they reach the top of their support.
This encourages side-shooting and more beans at a manageable height for picking.
If you're growing aubergines pinch out the growing tip once they have 5 or 6 fruits. Pick
fruits while they‘re young and shiny.
Limit the fruits on a squash plant to about three, but make sure these fruits are
established before pinching out the surplus.

Spring-sown carrots and beetroot will be ready to harvest now although they
can be left in the ground to keep growing.
Continue to harvest second early potatoes now - perfect for salads!
Start harvesting your maincrop potatoes as the leaves yellow and die back.
Store your
potatoes in hessian sacks which exclude light but allow ventilation.
Lift and dry onions, shallots and garlic once the foliage has flopped over and
yellowed. Store them in onion bags to prevent mould.
Harvest French & runner beans little and often to prevent them from setting
seed.
Pick runner beans regularly to prevent them becoming stringy and to make
room for developing pods. Leaving mature pods to set seed can prevent further flowers developing and reduce your crop.
Keep harvesting courgettes before they become too big!
Take cuttings of herbs such as rosemary, sage or mint now to bulk up
supplies. Put cuttings in moist, well-drained potting compost (one part grit to
one part compost) and place in a cold frame.
Established clumps of chives can be divided now.

Robin Weedon

Fruit is starting to ripen this month, so use it to keep your chickens
cool. Grate hard fruit like apples and pears to bring out the juicy
sweetness. Or cut strawberries, raspberries, melon, watermelon
and bananas into small-ish pieces and freeze for a couple of
hours. It will be semi-frozen - soft enough to help keep them
hydrated and cool enough to help their temperature.
Mint is a very useful plant for keeping flies away from your coop
and you can take mint cuttings for overwintering indoors now. Tip
your existing plant from its pot, and cut away a stretch of the
white root. Cut into lengths a couple of inches long, place on top of
a pot of compost and cover with a thin layer. Water, and wait for it
to take. It will do best on a sunny windowsill.
Plant lettuce, spinach to keep your flock topped up with greens
during the winter.

Weeds are likely to be running rampant in your garden now. But
did you know that some weeds can be very good as healthy treats
for chickens? chickweed, nettles, dandelions, purslane, clover and
fat hen to name a few. All of them are stashed with vitamins and
nutrients. And of course, unlike shop-bought vitamins and some
other healthy treats, they're free for you to pick!

Keep an eye on redmite, for more information follow:
BHWT.org
WFI.co.uk
PoultryWorld.net
Charlotte Martin

Organic gardening can be difficult, especially when it comes to slugs. You can pick them off
individually, set out beer traps and pelleted wool, but most people resort to slug pellets.
They‘re just so much easier and successful to use. Unfortunately, they can be fatal to pets
and to wildlife like hedgehogs and birds. There‘s another way to help tackle the slug
problem more naturally — build a small pond.
A garden pond attracts all kinds of wildlife and especially the type that likes eating slugs.
Frogs are voracious hunters of insects, including weevils, and they‘ll devour the slugs in your
garden too and don‘t eat any of your veggies either.
My pond is now three years old but there were frogs and newts in my pond just a few months
after building it. I have tadpoles and frogs in it every year, birds come to drink from it,
honeybees come down for a sip and I have a frog living there too!
You can create a pond at anytime of the year but you‘ll need to choose a location that has a
good amount of sunlight (4-6 hours a day) and keep it away from trees as their leaves will
become a nuisance in the water.
You can build a mini wildlife pond from lots of containers like old sinks, washing up bowls and
baths.
For online instructions follow the links below:
How to build a pond

TheWildLifeTrust.org

How to build a mini pond

TheWildLifeTrust.org
RSPB.org

Here‘s a great idea to turn your drainpipe into a mini-pond with built in water supply – you‘ll
have your very own wetland reserve. And it‘s virtually maintenance free:
WWT.org
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Thanks to all our Show and Class
Sponsors and to all those who have
provided Tombola and Raffle Prizes.
We’re looking forward to seeing you all at
our show.
Clive Hall, Donald Butterfield, Richard Butler, Brian King, Sue
Wheatley, Nikkinakka, Roger Golton, Lesley Stephens, Debbie
Davis, Janice Richards, Louise Mallinson, Franco‘s Continental Deli,
Joan Dearnley, Dawn Tinsley, Jon Roughton, Angela Nicholson,
Charlotte Martin, Jackie Gregory, Robin Weedon, Andrew Gregory,
Shirley Frampton, Christine Raper and Cate Foster.

